
 

Quad Cities COVID-19 Coalition 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

September 24, 2021 

 
           
Recording of today’s call 
A video recording can be found at https://www.scottcountyiowa.com/health/covid19/news 

 

Pfizer boosters available, but not urgent 
Remarks from Dr. Louis Katz, medical director, Scott County Health Department 

 

1. Boosters are of great interest to the public, but getting boosted is not an emergent or 

urgent issue.  

2. Please emphasize that receiving the primary series, which remain remarkably effective 

to prevent serious illness, and adhering to public health non-pharmaceutical 

intervention recommendations, especially indoor masking and physical distancing, are 

much more critical for control of the pandemic in the short and medium terms. 

3. The epidemic in the QC metro area continues to accelerate and has reached levels 

higher than last March and April, corroborated by high hospital burdens including ICU 

beds locally and regionally. 

4. For age cohorts not eligible for vaccination, school-age children and younger, 

immunization of their age eligible contacts and adherence to mask recommendations 

are critical. 

5. FDA, on advice of their independent Vaccines and Related Biological Products Advisory 

Committee, or VRBPAC, has authorized the use of booster doses for recipients of the 

primary Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine. 

6. With that authorization the CDC’s independent Advisory Committee on Immunization 

Practices (ACIP) met Wednesday and Thursday and CDC has now recommended  

boosters (a single third dose at or beyond 6 months after completing a primary Pfizer 

series) for 2 groups. 

a. Pfizer vaccine recipients who are 65 and older or live in long-term-care and 

completed immunization 6 months ago or longer (unanimously based on very 

modest but good data that the clinical effectiveness to prevent severe outcomes 

from COVID-19 is drifting downward) 

b. Pfizer vaccine recipients who are 50-64 with high-risk conditions who were 

immunized 6 month or longer ago. Those conditions will be enumerated when 

they publish their recommendations in the next several days. (This was based on 

https://www.scottcountyiowa.com/health/covid19/news


 

evidence that boosters increase certain measures of vaccine response, but there 

are very limited data yet that these boosters will reduce severe outcomes) 

7. They allow boosters for two groups based individual risk/benefit considerations: 

a. Individuals 18-49 years old immunized 6 months or more in the past, who have 

those high-risk conditions can consider the benefits vs. risks of a single booster 

dose. (This is, again, based on limited evidence, but attempts to be proactive in 

anticipation that as data evolve, clinical benefit will be measured). 

b. While the ACIP was divided on boosters for people 18-64 in occupations and 

settings with a high risk of exposure (including, healthcare and other essential 

workers) based on the absence of evidence of clinical need at this point and the 

availability of highly effective non-pharmaceutical intervention to prevent 

infection, the CDC director has elected to make a recommendation permitting 

these boosters based on individual risk-benefit considerations. 

8. Booster recommendations for recipients of Moderna and J&J vaccines were not made 

because the vaccines have no authorization for third doses, the data on the status of 

their protection over time are not yet mature, and information to support boosting 

those other vaccines using Pfizer is not yet robust. Stayed tuned in coming weeks for 

possible recommendations. 

9. The data being used to make these recommendations is accumulating rapidly, and the 

recommendations certainly will change over the next weeks and months as the data 

directs us.  

10. The vaccines remain highly effective, including for serious outcomes from Delta 

infections, and completion of the primary series should be the main focus of our 

immunization programs and adherence with appropriate non-pharmaceutical 

interventions (masking and distancing in indoor venues) remain critical. 

 

Rock Island will offer Pfizer boosters when allowed by state health department 

Remarks from Nita Ludwig, administrator, Rock Island County Health Department 

Today is the Rock Island County Health Department’s Pfizer Friday clinic at our offices. We are 
ready to give booster shots as recommended by the CDC and. Dr. Rochelle Walensky.  

However, we can’t give booster shots to patients until the Illinois Department of Public 
Health adopts the CDC’s recommendation. We will offer booster shots later today if the IDPH 
guidance comes. We will send out a media release when we can offer Pfizer boosters. 

Boosters only will be given to people whose second dose was at least 6 months ago, or March 
24 or earlier as of today. 



 

As a reminder of what Dr. Katz said, the boosters could be given, pending IDPH approval to: 

 people 65 years and older 

 residents in long-term care settings  

 people aged 50–64 years with underlying medical conditions  

 people aged 18–49 years with underlying medical conditions  

 people aged 18-64 years who are at increased risk for COVID-19 exposure and 
transmission because of occupational or institutional setting  

The hours of our clinic are 9 a.m. to noon and 1-4 p.m. We will give boosters only to people 
who received the Pfizer vaccine. No approval has been given as of yet for Moderna and Johnson 
& Johnson patients.  

Right now, we believe we have the capacity to serve clients at the health department. We could 
consider opening a mass vaccination site if demand warrants. Unlike in the spring, COVID-19 
vaccines are readily available in our community at our healthcare and pharmacy partners. Even 
if you received both shots of Pfizer from a health department clinic, you are not required to 
return to us.  

Our clinics right now require no appointment. However, if demand grows beyond social 
distancing capacity, we could implement a signup process. We will communicate any process 
change broadly through our media partners, on our website, and through social media.  

We also are continuing to give Pfizer and Moderna booster shots for immunocompromised 
people. The can be given four weeks after the second dose. Our Moderna clinic is on Tuesday. 

Masks are required at the health department, and social distancing guidelines will be enforced, 
which could require lining up outside.  

Scott County still giving Johnson & Johnson vaccine each weekday 
Remarks from Brooke Barnes, deputy director, Scott County Health Department 
 

The Scott County Health Department offers the Johnson & Johnson vaccine Monday through 
Friday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the health department, 4th floor of the Scott County 
Administrative Center, 600 W. 4th St., Davenport. 

Walk-ins are welcome – no appointments are required. All individuals age 18 years and older 
are eligible (based on the FDA’s emergency use authorization). 

The COVID-19 vaccine is free of cost, and no identification is required. Anyone 18 and older is 
eligible to receive the vaccine, and Iowa/Scott County residency is not required. 
 
Other vaccine opportunities are available throughout the Quad Cities and beyond. To search for 
a vaccine by manufacturer (Johnson & Johnson, Moderna, Pfizer), visit vaccines.gov.  

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fneed-extra-precautions%2Fpeople-with-medical-conditions.html&data=04%7C01%7Clespino%40nphic.org%7Cec82d6acb1c4429854ef08d97f15a99a%7C539a619fd74f4c05b281deed518eb37b%7C0%7C0%7C637680553313781452%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=XDL0DrC8DzkP%2BIt%2BEdCOQdWQHFVGINJgif38qD8vot4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fneed-extra-precautions%2Fpeople-with-medical-conditions.html&data=04%7C01%7Clespino%40nphic.org%7Cec82d6acb1c4429854ef08d97f15a99a%7C539a619fd74f4c05b281deed518eb37b%7C0%7C0%7C637680553313781452%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=XDL0DrC8DzkP%2BIt%2BEdCOQdWQHFVGINJgif38qD8vot4%3D&reserved=0


 

 

More information 
 www.TogetherQC.com 

 coronavirus.iowa.gov 

 https://www.dph.illinois.gov/covid19 

 https://www.dph.illinois.gov/covid19/vaccinedata?county=Rock%20Island 

 https://www.dph.illinois.gov/regionmetrics?regionID=2 
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